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How Surgeons Manage Comanagement 
Though comanagement works for some surgeons, many 
physicians find it to be a negative aspect of practicing 
ophthalmology. 

Walter Bethke, Managing Editor 

It’s possible that the opinion of our national panelists on the topic of 
comanagement may have deteriorated since the last time they weighed in back in 2002. 
Fewer of them approve of it now, and more say that the practice of inducing 
comanagement through financial incentive is worse than ever. Comanagement does 
work for some physicians, however—some of whom practice in rural, underserved 
areas. In this month’s National Panel Report, our panelists share their thoughts about 
this hot-button topic. 
 
For this survey, 83 panelists, or 17 percent of our 500-surgeon sample responded. To 
compare their feelings about the practice of comanagement with yours, read on.

Comanagement’s Prevalence 
 
In this year’s survey, 27 percent of surgeons say they comanage patients with 
optometrists. Of these, 91 percent comanage cataract cases, 27 percent comanage 
refractive-surgery patients and 14 percent comanage glaucoma cases. Some surgeons 
chose more than one answer.  
 

As in years past, the most popular reasons surgeons give for comanagement center on 
access to medical care for patients in relatively remote areas. 
 
“We have a low population density,” states a surgeon from Indiana. “We also have a 
wide geographic distribution of patients. It gives these patients the convenience of more 
local follow-up.” 
 
A surgeon from Montana is in the same boat. “For some patients, it is convenient,” he 
says. “Much of Montana is rural.” 

This Month's Issue

 

 

 
Product Guide

Subscribe to Review 
of Ophthalmology

  

This Month's Issue

CME Programs

Archive

Newsletter Archive

Retina Online Archive

Idea Exchange

Meetings/CME

Calendar of Events

About the Review

Author Guidelines

Contact Us

Subscription Services

Advertise in the Review

MD Marketplace

http://www.revophth.com/index.asp?page=1_700.htm (1 of 5) [4/18/2007 12:57:45 PM]




