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National Panel Report: SurgeonsWeigh In
on Comanagement

Ophthalmologists have strong feelings about every facet of this
issue, from the skills of optometrists to comanagement
legidation.

Walter Bethke, Senior Editor

Few issues in ophthalmology stir up debate faster than the comanagement of surgical
patients with optometrists. Some surgeons say it makes for more convenient care for
patients in far-flung areas or keeps their referral sources viable, while others classify it
as fee-splitting and object to it vehemently. In this month’s National Panel Report, you
can get an understanding of the proportion of surgeons who comanage patients, why
they do it and what their colleagues think about it.

In this month’s survey of 500 surgeons across the country, 86 panelists, or 17 percent of
our sample, responded. Following are their experiences with comanagement, both good
and bad. See how your opinions match up with theirs.

The Comanagement Stats

Twenty-nine percent of the surgeons say they comanage surgical patients with
optometrists. Of these, 96 percent comanage cataract cases, and 42 percent comanage
LASIK patients. Thirty-seven percent of the respondents say they comanage patients
with other ophthalmologists.

Here are some general statistics from the survey:

* When comanaging cataract cases, 58 percent say they “release” the patients to their
referring optometrist after a month of postop observation and visits, while the rest say
they release them after the first postop visit.

* For those who comanage LASIK patients, 63 percent say their surgeon/optometrist
fee arrangement is 80/20, making this the most popular arrangement for those surveyed.

« Sixteen percent use a 75/25 arrangement and 5 percent use a 60/40.

Surgeons Who Comanage

» Why they do it. Reasons given for comanaging patients with optometrists range from
convenience for the patient to survival of the ophthalmologist.

One Nebraska surgeon says he comanages his surgical patients because “the

satellite office where | do my
cataract surgery is two hours
away from my main office.” A
Kansas surgeon concurs, saying
he does it because of “concerns
about travel distance.”

A surgeon from Washington who
thinks that, in general, “patients
are better cared for by their

http://www.revophth.com/index.asp?page=1_123.htm (1 of 5) [4/18/2007 1:01:09 PM]

in the RP News Ticker.
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